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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 1-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Eftefield et al. 
(4,867,253)(hereinafter Eftefield). 

a. With respect to claim 1, Eftefield teaches an adjustable cushioning device (10/22) 
for an impact testing machine (11), said cushioning device (10/22) comprising a seat (58) 
to be supported in the impact testing machine (11), said seat (58) including an outer 
thread (60) formed in an outer peripheral portion thereof, a pad (80) disposed on said seat 
(43), and a housing (20) including a chamber (Fig.2) formed therein to slidably receive 
said pad (80), and including an inner thread to thread with said outer thread of said seat 
(58), and to adjust said housing (20) up and down relative to said seat (58) when said 
housing (20) is rotated relative to said seat (58) and said housing (20) being adjustable up 
and down relative to said seat (58) to adjust a height of an exposing portion of said pad 
that exposable upwardly beyond said housing (Fig.2). 

b. With respect to claim 2, Eftefield teaches am adjustable cushioning device (10/22) 
further comprising means (63) for limiting a movement of said housing (20) relative to 
said seat (58)(Fig.2). 
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c. With respect to claim 3, Eftefield teaches an adjustable cushioning device (10/22) 
wherein said limiting means includes a block (63) secured on top of said seat (58), said 
block (63) includes a peripheral rib (68) extended radially outward therefrom and 
extended radially and outwardly beyond said seat (58) to engage with said housing (20) 
and to limit the movement of said housing (20) relative to said seat (58)(Col.3, lines 1- 
14)(Fig.4). 

d. With respect to claim 4, Eftefield teaches an adjusting cushioning device (10/22) 
further comprising at least one pin (72) engaged between said block (63) and said seat 
(58), to prevent said block (63) from being rotated relative to said seat (58). 

e. With respect to claim 5, Eftefield teaches an adjustable cushioning device (10/22) 
wherein said seat (58) includes at least one step hole (69) formed therein to partially 
receive said at least one pin (72)(Fig.2 

f. With respect to claim 6, Eftefield teaches an adjustable cushioning device (10/22) 
wherein said housing (20) includes a peripheral flange (66/67) extended radially into said 
chamber (Fig.4) thereof, and engageable with said peripheral rib (68) of said block (63), 
and to limit the movement of said housing (20) relative to said seat (58). 

g. With respect to claim 7, Eftefield teaches an adjustable cushioning device (10/22) 
further comprising a base (68), and a fastener (64) securing said block (63) and said seat 
(58) and said base (68) together (Fig.2). 

h. With respect to claims 8 and 9, Eftefield teaches an adjustable cushioning device 
(10/22) wherein said base (68) includes a hole formed therein, said seat (58) includes a 
bore (60) formed therein and aligned with said hole of said base (68)(Fig.2) to receive 
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said fastener (64), and said block (63) includes a screw hole (Fig.2) formed therein to 
thread with said fastener (64), and to secure said block (63) and said seat (58) and said 
base (68) together (Fig.2). 



(10/22) further comprising a ferrule (71) secured on top of said housing (20) for 
facilitating a rotation of said housing (20) relative to said seat (58)(CoL3, lines 14-29). 



(10/22) further comprising means (74) for positioning said housing (20) to said seat (58). 
k. With respect to claim 12, Eftefield teaches an adjustable cushioning device 
(10/22) wherein said positioning means includes at least one spring biased detent (71/73) 
received in said housing (20), and engageable with said seat (58), to position said housing 
(20) to said seat (58)(Fig.2)(CoL 3, lines 17-21). 

1. With respect to claims 13 and 14, Eftefield teaches an adjustable cushioning 
device (10/22) wherein said housing (20) includes at least one lateral passage (69) formed 
therein to slidably receive said detent (71/73), said positioning means further includes a 
spring (74) engaged with said detent (71/73)(Fig.3) to bias said detent (71/73) to engage 
with said seat (58)(Figs.2, 3). 

Conclusion 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 6,318,148; 4,640,120; 6,389,876; 3,226,974; 5,739,41 1 teach impact testing devices. 



i. 



With respect to claim 10, Eftefield teaches an adjustable cushioning device 



J- 



With respect to claim 11, Eftefield teaches an adjustable cushioning device 
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4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Takisha Miller whose telephone number is (571) 272-2184. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday (7:00 am - 3:30 pm). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward Lefkowitz can be reached on (571) 272-21 80. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




